Clean glass slides were coated with polylysine hydrobromide (Polyscience;
Warrington, PA) for 1 hr, rinsed with dc-ionized water, and air-dried (5).
Four-micrometer sections of the tissue specimens were cut and mounted on the polylysine-coated slides. Frozen tissue was cut with a cryostat and air-dried.
Paraffin sections were cut with a microtome and oven-dried at 59'C.
Paraffin-embedded fixed-tissue sections were de-paraffinized immediately before staining with two 7-mm incubations in xylene, two 3-mm in-':: Figure  1E ) when compared to the frozen section ( Figure  1D ).
In frozen skin specimens, large gaps occurred between collagen bundles and other denmal structures, and the morphology of the (7, 8, 9, 14) . The effect of various enzymatic treatments on the visualization of fibnonectin in formalin-fixed tissue sections is shown in Figure  2 . Pepsin-digested sections gave much weaken staining for fibronectin ( Figure 2A ) than did frozen sections ( Figure  1A) . Marginal immunofluorescence staining occurred after trypsin digestion oftissue specimens ( Figure  2B ).
No staining could be seen after 1 M NaC1 extraction ( Figure  2C ), hyaluronidase treatment ( Figure  2D) Laminin expression at the dermal-epidermal junction was markedly diminished in untreated acid-alcohol sections ( Figure  1E )compared to frozen sections ( Figure  1D ). Pre-treatment with either hyaluronidase ( Figure  3E ), 1 M NaCI for 3 days ( Figure  3F ), or pronase ( 1A, 1D, 1G, and 1) ). Nevertheless, tissue structunes were usually indistinct and often contained artifactual disruptions.
As a specific example, blood vessels in the granulation tissue were often torn on detached from the tissue section ( CAl though specific staining was quite good after 1 M NaCI extraction, a granular background appeared that diminished the specimen quality. Figure  1A) . and 1D) . Notably, laminm expression at the denmal-epidermal junction was almost completely absent in acid-alcohol-fixed sections ( Figure  1E ). Fibronectin expression was also reduced in acid-alcohol-fixed specimens (Figure 1B) compared to frozen specimens ( Figure  1A) . However, pre- and anti-heparan sulfate proteoglycan (C,F) after no treatment (A,B,C) or hyaluronidase treatment (D,G,F) . Type IV collagen in the basement membrane zone of the dermal-epidermal junction and blood vessels is clearly more distinct in the hyaluronidase-treated section (D). Fibronectin both in blood vessels and in the interstitium is stained more brightly and more clearly after hyaluronidase treatment (E). Heparan sulfate proteoglycan can be seen only after treatment with hyaluronidase (F). Bars = 20 m.
